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boldly decided to remain in Bengal until he had crushed
the Nabob.
Fortune played into his hands.    The caprice and
cruelty of Surajah Dowlah had disgusted even his own
subjects, and a conspiracy was formed to de- conspiracy
throne him, with Meer Jaffier, the commander *f*J£j?the
of the forces, at its head.   Meer Jaffier besought joined by the
the aid of the English, and after some hesita- Enslish-
tion the committee which managed the affairs of the
settlement accepted his proposals.
When the plot was nearly ripe, Clive learnt that one
of the conspirators was likely to play the traitor. His
negotiations had been carried on through Mr. Watts, the
English agent at Moorshedabad, and Mr. Watts had em-
ployed the services of Omichund, a wealthy Bengalee
merchant, who had long resided at Calcutta, and had
suffered severe losses in consequence of its capture by
the Nabob. Omichund had been promised compensation,
but mere compensation would not satisfy his Treachery of
greed. He demanded 3Oo,ooo/. besides, and Omichund.
threatened to reveal the plot to Surajah Dowlah if his
terms were not granted; he further required that an
article touching his claims should be inserted in the
treaty between Meer Jaffier .and the English. Clive
then stooped to an act of duplicity which has left a dark
stain on his reputation. He caused two treaties qjvc»s
to be drawn up, one on white paper, the duplicity,
other on red. The white treaty was the real one, and
Omichund's name was not mentioned in it. The red
treaty, which was to be shown to Omichund, contained
a stipulation in his favour. Clive and the committee
signed both treaties, but Admiral Watson refused to
put his name to the fictitious one. Clive knew that its
absence would arouse Omichund's suspicions, and he
forged Admiral Watson's signature.

